COWARD CHANCE: THE FIRM 1910-19495

special constables sent to Ireland in
March 1920 who became notorious for
their use of violence]. She uas arrested
and confined for some months in Mountfoy
Prisont wusthout any charpe betig browght
against her. A parcel of letters to her from her
Inshantd tives seized durfug the mid. These
letters, sto doubt stronply eriticizing the
Covernment policy were franded to the
arithoritics at the Post Offtee.'®

An alternative version suggests that her relation-
ship with Collins came to light when premuses
were hired nustakenly in her name and she was
arrested and imprisoned.®® Either way, the affnr
ended with the distmissal of Llewelyn Davies by
the Post Ofttice and his return o the firm,

It 15 most remarkable, yiven the chmate of
the time and the anti-Inish feelings that developed
after the Easter Ricing and, in 1916, during the
tr1al and executnon of Roser Casement (at which
Llewehm Davies kept vigil),®* that a City finn of
solicitors was prepared 1o whe i and admit as a
partner a man of such known sympathies, It
seems hardly the plice for o man who *by tem
prrament inclined to anarchism . Jand] admired
rebels rather more, perups, thim was wholly
rational”.*? "I those who worked with him ar the
firm he appeared an eccentric, o pipe-smoking
scribbler, although on the whole a likeable one,
Has aneellecoal brilliance, however, was ungues-
aoned amd can ondy have worked to the advan-
tage of clients and the firm, He remained a
pariner until hus sudden death, ar the ape of 67,
in November 1935, :

Among the staff ar Mincing Lane was
Cormwell,

ant wirsesual and extreordinary mar, His
hq_zuh:;.?. anted Tre frveeioee e, fo sy the
frast, eofondful. He uas britliantly dlever, tan,

73

like « few other brilliant people, as soon s
Tre arrived in an examination room ke 1went
fo pheces so that Te s never able 10 pass the
Fatiar Soviety's exantintations arid Te remained
it ﬂ.z_uz_qmm.?._m IETEC Ln.__._.f..___vﬂ Hie rest F...__.
Inis days.

Cormwell prepared the case and the evidence to
support it for the Midlind Bank 1n whar was
known as the *Mr A case” (see Chapter 8). Also
amaong the senior qualified staff was Edward
Pahner, who had been otfered a partnership in
1910 but had refused it because he did not want
responsibility. | Tis health was poor and he suttered
from headaches, probably migraines. He did

much of the work for the New Raver Company
aned was miven the privilege of initialling his own
bills ot costs,

In 1924 Creonee Chambers Blagden, who had
served his articles with the fiem and worked on
the stail since his aduusion, became a partmer. A
spurting man who had played rughy and boxed
in his younger days, his entry to the partnesship
followed the carly reticement in 1923, at the age
of 47, of Ernest Hawksley,

I the 19205 Cecll Coward's public work for
the profession took ap an increasing amount of
his time. e had m the previous owenty years
served on a number of conumittees and mquimes;
in 1906 he was o member of Lord Macnaghten's
Judicature Comnuttee and in 1913 of the Fuoval
Commission on delavs 1 the King's Bench
Divisaon. In 1915 he had served as a member of
the Roval Commission on the avl senvice. He
had been a member of the Justinians, the Tegal
dining claly founded 1 1876, since 1887 and
was 3 member of the Reform Club. A member
of the Council of the Taw Soctety since 1910, he
served as president of the Socieny in 1927-8,
being honoured at the end of his term with the
knighthood which was by then customary, His
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